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Preface

The project Judeo-Caribbean Currents: Music of the Mikvé Israel-Emanuel
Synagogue in Curacao, of which the present scores are a part of, originates from a
fortuitous encounter between composer, arranger and pianist Raymond Goldstein and
Dr. Joel Fishman, Chairman of the Center for the Research on Dutch Jewry at the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Goldstein reported to Fishman that he had met a
gifted new cantorial student, Gideon Zelermyer, who had come from the USA to
study at the Tel Aviv Cantorial Institute. Gideon’s mother, Heske (née Levisson), was
a Jew from Curacao, a Caribbean island in the Dutch Antilles, who immigrated to the
USA via Holland. Goldstein had heard from Zelermyer about the possible musical
treasures found in the archives of his mother’s community, the United Netherlands-
Portuguese Congregation, Mikvé Israel-Emanuel.

Knowing the long historical background of this Jewish congregation of the
Dutch Antilles and upon hearing the report from Goldstein, the Center for the
Research on Dutch Jewry decided to support a research project dedicated to retrieve,
edit, perform, record and publish some of these musical materials. Initial funds to
finance this effort were raised from the Schussheim Foundation in Haifa that
contributed especially to the publication of these scores, and by three donors from
Curacao: Ethel Krijt (née Capriles) who was actively interested in this project, an
anonymous donor and from the Zelermyer family, allowing Zelermyer and Goldstein
to fly to Curacao in the year 2000. On their arrival in Curacao, they uncovered in the
synagogue archives a music collection of very diverse styles reflecting the unique
social and religious transformations of this more than 350 year old Jewish community.
Rabbi Michael Tayvah, at that time the officiating clergy at Mikvé Israel — Emanuel,
together with Mr. Rene D.L. Maduro, then president of the Snoa and the Directiva
(Board) of the Congregation, agreed to assist with this project. Mrs. Ena Maduro
Dankmeijer of the Mongui Maduro Library opened the doors of her unique archives
for Zelermyer and Goldstein. Rabbi Tayvah and his staff retrieved the musical
documents from the archives and brought them to the area where Goldstein and
Zelermyer worked. The librarian, Rose-Marie De Paula, assisted in recording the
material that was photocopied.

Goldstein and Zelermyer sorted out the original scores (part books, solo parts,
various full scores for cantor and SATB choir, organ music, etc) and selected the
retrievable materials. Later on, Goldstein arranged the selection of pieces for voice
and piano included in this publication and with Zelermyer they began recording them
in Montreal, where Zelermyer presently officiates as cantor at the Shaar Hashomayim
Congregation in West Mount.

In 2004, the Jewish Music Research Centre joined forces with the Center for
the Research on Dutch Jewry in order to complete the research on the Curagaoan
Jewish tradition. A long process of research started, amid the production of this CD
with a selection of the music from the Mikvé Israel-Emanuel synagogue in Curagao
together with the editing of the scores.

Many individuals and institutions assisted in the realization of this project.
None other than Rabbi Gerald Zelermyer and his wife Heske, the parents of cantor
Gideon Zelermyer, occupied the incumbent position of Rabbi and Rebbitzen at



Curacao’s Mikve Israel-Emanuel from 2002 until 2005, and offered continuous
support for this endeavor. This project owes much gratitude to them as well as to the
indefatigable Ethel Krijt for all her help and encouragement. We are grateful also to
the recording engineer from Montreal, Sacha Milovanovich, for his contribution
toward the success of this production. The Shaare Zion Congregation of Montreal
graciously provided the use of its sanctuary with its beautiful concert acoustics.
Thanks go also to Irving Eklove from Canada, for defraying the costs of the Yamaha
Concert Grand Piano used in Montreal for this recording, in a much appreciated
gesture made in memory of his wife. Rabbi Philip J. Bentley was gracious enough to
share with me precious information of music during his tenure in Curagao in the years
1975-1978. Finally, the successful completion of this project was made possible
through the generous support of the Stichting Afwikkeling Marorgelden Overheid —
SAMO.

Last but not least, | personally thank our colleagues at the Center for Research
on Dutch Jewry: Prof. Yosef Kaplan, academic chair, Dr. Joel Fishman, chairman of
the board, Abraham Roet, the previous chairman, Chaja Brasz who worked in the
initial stages of this project when she served as executive director, Chaim den Heijer,
the last executive director of the center, and the dedicated staff of the center, Lea
Menashe and Eva Ben-David.

Edwin Seroussi



Raymond Goldstein

Raymond Goldstein was born in 1953 in Cape Town, South Africa, where he
completed his musical studies. Since 1978 he has been on the faculty of the Jerusalem
Academy of Music and Dance specializing in opera. In 1991 he was appointed senior
teacher at the Tel Aviv Cantorial Institute. Holding the prestigious post of
arranger/composer to both the Tel Aviv Cantorial Institute and the Jerusalem Great
Synagogue choirs, Raymond Goldstein has over 750 works to his credit. As musical
director/accompanist, he frequently appears both on stage, radio and television in
Israel and has undertaken concert tours in Australia, USA and Western Europe. He
has made professional recordings with the most acclaimed cantors and singers, and as
accompanist and/or arranger, his name appears on more than two hundred CDs,
cassette tapes and DVDs. Included in his wide repertoire is a chamber opera, two
cantatas, a concert Kabbalat Shabbat service, orchestrations, works for chamber
ensemble, and more than two thousand arrangements of sacred and secular music.
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Romemu - Gadelu no.1

Mordechai Capriles

[Allegro Moderato]
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