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REMARKS ON THE SYMPHONIES OVERTURES IN THE SCORES OF THE THREE
CEREMONIES FOR HOSANA RABBAH AT THE SYNAGOGUE OF CASALE
- MONFERRATO

BATHIA CHURGIN

1732/1: SYMPHONY - OVERTURE OF PART ONE OF THE 1732 CEREMONY

Though this symphony/overture is found in sources ascribing it to Hasse, Vivaldi and
Handel, it was probably written by a minor composer. Its musical language is too simple
for such famous figures, and also too galant for the late Baroque masters. The homo-
phonic texture, largely in three real voices, is characteristic of the new style, and especially
of the overture. Here, in fact, the violins play in unison throughout the first and second
movements. The first movement still uses a kind of ritornello form, with a short ritornello
theme of four bars that appears four times in the keys of G (m. 1-4), D (m. 12-15), G (m.
20-23), G (m. 36-39), the later appearances being slightly varied. Episodes 1 (m. 5) and
3 (m. 24) include a syncopated figure derived from the ritornello. The Italian overture
usually contains at least one movement which connects with another. Here, it is the first
movement which leads to the Adagio with a transition in g minor, making a cadence on
the leading tone of the dominant. The short, six-bar slow movement is also marked by the
Baroque sarabande rhythm, but it remains in the tonic G. A 3/8 finale concludes the
overture. An example of exposition-recap form (found also in the symphony in C,
1733/1), the development is replaced by a derived melody, heard at the start of part ITin
the dominant (m. 75) and tonic keys (m. 86). The composer varies the following recapitu-
lation (m. 94) by reversing the order of the second primary theme and cadential idea (there
is no secondary theme), and adding a new closing section.

1732/4: SYMPHONY IN D - OVERTURE OF PART TWO OF THE 1732 CEREMONY:

THE ORATORIO-LIKE CANTATA “YONAH"

The symphony appears to be a pasticcio of movements from different sources, each
movement having a different instrumentation. The first movement, in five voices (with
three violins), is quite Baroque in its figural ideas, sequences and contrapuntal writing. It
moves through a series of related keys, returning to the tonic with a further digression
before ending conclusively in D. As in most of the symphonies in ms. Ginzburg, the second
movement has a Baroque flavour. Here it is a sarabande in d minor, scored for three voices
(violin, viola, bass) and in the usual binary form. The 2/4 finale, in four voices (with two
violins), approaches the galant style and buffo idiom. A homophonic movement, each
part of the binary form uses similar material, making the pattern A B, A'B".

1733/1 (=1735/1): SYMPHONY IN C - OVERTURE OF PART ONE OF THE 1733 AND 1735
CEREMONIES

This short overture is scored for two violins and bass in the genre of the trio symphony.
First and second violins often move together in parallel thirds and sixths, though the
second violin occasionally reaches over the first in touches of counterpoint or textural
variety. Like many three-movement early Classic overtures, this work has a serious first
movement; a short, transitional slow movement, here also in Baroque style, ending on the
dominant of the relative minor; and a dance-like 3/8 finale. The structure of the first and
third'movements is nearly identical and the themes are similar as well. Despite the double
bars, we find a type of exposition-recap form influenced by the aria: part I begins (m. 13)
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in the dominant with the primary idea or its first phrase, which is immediately repeated in
the tonic. Some new material takes the place of a modulation section and the remaining
ideas of the movement then follow in the tonic key. Typical of the 1730s is the brevity of
the movements, which are organized in three main periods: primary theme, active,
tremolo transition, and unison cadence.

1733/4: SYMPHONY IN G [BY ANTONIO BRIOSCHI] - OVERTURE OF PART TWO OF THE 1733
CEREMONY: THE ORATORIO-LIKE CANTATA “ELYON" (“DIO, CLEMENZA E RIGORE")

[The following remarks are extracted from the programme notes written by Prof. Churgin
for a concert of unpublished Italian music of the Classic period, which she initiated and
organized on behalf of the Department of Musicology of Bar-Ilan University in January
1981.]

Antonio Brioschi is a shadowy figure of the early Classic period. He was a composer of
instrumental music and one of the most prolific early symphonists in the period up to c.
1750. Thus far about 90 works have been discovered with attributions to Brioschi, 49
symphonies of which appear to be authentic. Eight collections of symphonies and trios
that include music by Brioschi were published in Paris and London in the decade c. 1741 to
c. 1750. Most of these collections also contain music by the Milanese composers G. B.
Sammartini and G. B. Lampugnani, suggesting that Brioschi was active near Milan. That
Brioschi knew Sammartini’s music is now proven by the discovery in a Bar Ilan seminar
on the early symphony of a Brioschi symphonic slow movement closely modeled on one of
Sammartini’s best early movements.

The symphony is one of the earliest known dated symphonies (the earliest, by Sammar-
tini, being dated 1732)... All movements are in sonata form and they are usually long and
complex for the period. The energetic first movement is followed by a lyrical Andante in
the tonic minor, and the symphony concludes with a buffo finale. The movements are rich
in ideas, contrasts, developments, and harmony. Each movement features a highly varied
recapitulation in the order and presentation of ideas after the primary theme returns. In
the Andante, an expressive transformation of a transition motive emerges dramatically to
dominate the close of the recapitulation. Brioschi’s music gains vitality from a highly
active second violin (a Milanese trait), large melodic leaps, and frequent syncopations. His
texture features independent part writing, with more imitation than the early symphonies
by Sammartini. There is no question that this symphony is one of the best in the early
symphonic repertory.

1735/1: see 1733/1
1735/6: SYMPHONY IN F - OVERTURE OF PART TWO OF THE 1735 CEREMONY:
THE CANTATA “OSEH SALOM BI-MEROMA(Y)W”

Another example of the trio symphony, the first movement exploits imitation between the
violins as well as doubling in thirds and other harmonic intervals. The active melody,
mostly in eighths and sixteenths, is typical of the overture style. Double bars divide the
movement into two parts (m. 18-19), each part beginning and ending with the same
material, tonic answered by dominant and the reverse. This creates binary sonata form, a
type often found in the early Classic period. A short slow movement in the tonic key
features Baroque-like dotted rhythm and ends on the dominant. The closing movement in
the usual 3/8 meter and rounded binary form is a simple dance of some charm. Like other
movements of this overture, it includes imitation as contrast. The texture appears at the
beginning of part II (m. 70), a location for contrapuntal effects that becomes standard in
later symphonies.
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