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preparation of the index of biblical quotations and the bibliogra-
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were responsible for the painstaking task of typing this volume.

Amnon Shiloah
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XI1 Introduction

The editorial presentation of the material was coordinated with
the editors of series B of the Inventory of Jewish Music Sources,
I. Adler and B. Bayer. The texts are presented in their order of
appearance in the Zohar, Zohar hadag and Tiqgqiin@ zohar. The
serial number of each text (nos. 1-196) appears at the beginning
of the citation, followed by the indication of the parasah from
which it is derived, and bibliographical data. Each text is pre-
ceded by an introduction designed to explain the general context
in which the musical material appears and the theme or themes of
the passage. The length of the passage cited was determined so as
not to 1lift musical material out of its context, but, even so, in
order to avoid unnecessary prolixity, passages have been shortened:
emissions have been indicated by ellipsis (...). The passages
have been divided into sentences, marked by numbers in square
brackets. Notes appearing after the text include references to
biblical verses and alternative versions which in Margaliot's
edition appear in the body of the text. (For further details,
including the abbreviations used to indicate variae lectiones and
emendations of the text, see the Hebrew introduction.) Following
these notes are cross references to passages that also appear in
I. Tishby's Misnat haz-zohar; these are marked [ 1"'nJ] in square
brackets. The volume includes two indices: 1) Index of biblical
quotations; 2) Subject index.

I have great pleasure in expressing my gratitude to Prof. R.

Schatz-Uffenheimer, who was so kind as to examine the material

and make valuable and illuminating remarks that did much to further
accuracy. , Grateful acknowledgements are also due to Miss Ruth Tene,
who collaborated in the preparation of the texts and commentary,
Mrs. Leah Shalem, secretary of the Inventory of Jewish Music
Sources, who devoted many editorial efforts to preparing the manu-
script for the press, Miss D. Goldfarb and Mr. M. Speier, research

assistants of the Jewish Music Research Centre, who helped in the
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Among the sources edited by I. Adler in "Hebrew writings concern-
ing music" (RISM, vol. B IXE), there are only six literal quota-
tions from the Zohar proper, one from the Zohar @ﬂdﬁg, and a
passage from the Midras han-ne elam that was not included in the
main body of the Zohar (ibid., Index of Sources, p. 338). The
authors quoting these passages include Isaac ibn Sahula, in his
commentary of the Song of Solomon (ibid., item no. 360), Judah
Moscato, in his Neffizot yehfidah (ibid., item no. 530) and Moses
Aaron Rahamim Piazza in his Orah we-simhah (ibid.,item no. 560).

Isaac Ibn Sahula included a long section from the Zohar, section
semot (item no. 360, sentences 7-11 in Adler, passage no. 54,
sentences 5-15 in the present collection). In addition, the short
citation in sentence 4 of item no. 360 was identified by Adler as
belonging to the passage of the Midras han-neCelam published by
G.Scholem (in L. Ginzburg Memorial Volume, Hebrew Section, N.Y.,
1946, p. 425-446). Adler reproduces the entire section dealing
with music (item no. 360, sentence 4, note 1). 1In view of the
importance of the section and for the sake of completeness, we
reproduce the text in full in the Hebrew introduction.

One more major topic should be noted: the connection between
music and happiness. At the end of days, which is "a time for

laughter," the people of Israel shall sing (passage no. 25), and
when the firmament shall move, all the bands of angels shall

rejoice and engage in song and praise (passage no. 80). This topic
is discussed in 16 passages; traces of its influence can be found
in the Hasidic world.

These are only some of the topics included in the material
collected from the Zohar, Zohar hadas and Tigqiiné zohar. It is

hoped that the material assembled will provide a springboard for
further comprehensive studies.

The editions from which the 196 citations were taken are: 1) The
Zohar, ed. R.Margaliot, Jerusalem, 1964; 2) Zohar hada3, ed.
R. Margaliot, Jerusalem, 1953; 3) Tigquné zohar, Tel-Aviv, 1948.



X Introduction

The major theme that emerges from this collection is the 3ofar,
and about a quarter of all the passages presented deal with this
instrument, its form, the material from which it is prepared, the
sounds it emits, and its various functions: it appears as soften-
ing Judgement and fighting against the forces of Evil on the New
Year; as a symbol of the world-to-come; as bringing the people of
Israel to God and as a major force in the Redemption and the End
of Days, etc. There can be no doubt that these various views on
the S0far had a great influence on subsequent generations and are
still current today.

A favourite theme of the author is the song of the angels: "Their
main task', writes I. Tishby, "is to praise and glorify the Holy
Blessed Be He in song and melody. The song of the angels, in the
three watches of the night, as against the three daily prayers of
the Jews, is a favourite theme, repeatedly described in various
versions. In their song the angels seek to unite with their Lord,

but the proximity of the Sitra ahra ('the other side'; demoniac
and satanic powers) interferes with this aim and they have to drive

him away by trickery" (Misnat haz-zohar, Part I, pp. 449-450).

Not only the angels sing: the stars, the spheres, the merkavah
and its beasts, the trees in the Garden of Eden and their perfumes,
indeed the whole universe sings before God. The great power of
this song, and the fact that the people of Israel sing below in
parallel with the divine music, makes the Jews' singing exercise
an influence both on the supernal song and on the Divine world it-
self. In addition, this singing is powerful in the struggle
against the Sitra ahra and the power of Evil. Twelve passages
deal with this topie. It is stated that Psalm 91 is effective in
driving off the Sitra a@rE after the Sabbath is over. As the
forces of Sitra ahra are ineffective on the Sabbath, and only
after it is over does their power return, the havdalah service is

designed to drive them into the desert and nullify their influence

over Israel.
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the side of Mercy. However, another conception exists of the
source of song, differing from this generally accepted view. In
an exegetical treatment of the verse "I will sing of the mercies
of the Lord for ever" the question is raised whether song derives
from the side of Mercy, that is the right side; the answer is that
it is included in the right-hand aspect of the left side (passage
no. 48).

Various fundamental zoharic concepts provided an impetus for the
enhancement of the musical significance of certain prayers and
hymns (such as gedussah [keterl, Nismat kol @ay}, and these in
turn influenced the development of liturgical music. The idea
that the gedussah achieves its full effectiveness only when it is
sung on high (passage no. 48), or that the angels participate in
every gedusSsah recited on earth by the people of Israel (passage
no. 65), contributed a great deal to the importance of this prayer
on the Sabbath and festivals, reflected in numerous sophisticated
musical renderings. Both the context and the structure of the
Keter were conducive to the development of an interesting anti-
phonal rendering: the depiction of the situation is sung by the
cantor, and the angels' response by the congregation. The same
applies to the Song of the Sea and Nismat kol hay (passage no. 78)
which are solemnly sung by cantor and congregation.

Many sections (fourteen altogether) deal with the topic of song
at midnight. At this hour, when the Holy One Blessed Be He enters
the Garden of Eden to delight with his righteous ones, the north
wind knocks and awakens the leaders of chant who burst into song
(passage no. 12). At the same time, the trees of the Garden of
Eden join in the music (passage no. 28). This concept was probably
influential in the development of the midnight vigil (Tiggtn

hazbt), as well as on the night-time singing of various associa-

tions (e.g. Watchers of the Dawn) and the singing of baqgaEEt in

some communities.
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other musical terms found in the Psalms. This is also true of
matters dealing with the Levites, their function, task and singing
(passage no. 49).

In passage no. 138 there is a reference to real life. It is
related that R, Akiva was preaching on the mystic text Ma®aseh
merkavah: the ministering angels were assembled like the guests at
the celebration of a wedding; the groom and the bride (symbolic
representation of the sefirot tif'eret and malklit) are to the
right and left, respectively. In their procession to the bridal
canopy the people of Israel sing various songs and inspire the
bride and groom in the same way as they arouse malkut and tif'eret
with songs and praises. Passage no. 5 deals with the cantillation
of the biblical accents, and despite the extensive symbolism it
clearly refers to the actual singing of the cantillation signs
and their function. Other discussions of this topic relate solely
to the symbolic level.

Among such texts demonstrating musical praxis or ideas concerning
music current at the time of the composition of the Zohar, passage
no. 193 is of interest. It refers to Jabel, who was the father of
those who dwell in tents and have cattle, and grow rich, whereas
his brother Jubal was the father of all who handle harp and pipe,
who play different kinds of melodies. The text makes the important
distinction between worldly vulgar music and music for divine wor-
ship. It is possible that the origin of this distinction can be
found in the'idea that everything that existed potentially before
the creation of man became actual with his creation, including song
and praises (passage no. 22). Music created contemporaneously with
the world, which is for divine worship, is distinguished from music
created by man (since Jubal), which is associated with wordly
vanities. The distinction is possibly based on the frequently

repeated idea that music derives from the north, that is the left,

the side of the Judgement, whereas speech derives from the right,
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This work assembles 196 passages from the Zohar, Zohar hadas and
Tiqqind zohar. It seeks to put before the scholar and the educated
layman as comprehensive an anthology as possible of material in

the Zoharic literature that is connected, directly or indirectly,
with music and the science of music. Intensive study of this
material is obviously a prior condition for any analytical descrip-
tion or serious discussion of the place of music in the conceptions
and ideas of the Zohar.

The process of selection revealed a problem arising from the very
nature of the material: the musical topics are so interwoven with
kabbalistic themes that it is frequently difficult to distinguish
between them, and, besides, in no passage is there a discussion of
music for its own sake. In order to avoid an arbitrary selection
that might have led to the exclusion of material relevant to the
total picture, it was decided to include all passages that mention
musical terms or concepts (such as nigglin, zimrah, Eirah, 1.8,
both vocal and instrumental music), instruments (including the
S6far) and even cantillation accents and the superscriptions to
the Psalms.,

The material collected contains hardly any reference to actual
music, and only occasionally are there indications of specific
ideas that possibly have a bearing on musical practice prior to
or contemporary with the author. Thus, for example, two passages
from the Tigqiné zohar (nos. 190-191) refer to ten categories of
the pulse beat: a contemporary medical theory held that one of the
categories was connected with music. In various passages dealing
with the ten types of hymns created by David, there are hints of a

theory of the musical signification of the superscriptions and
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THE INVENTORY OF JEWISH MUSICAL SOURCES

The Inventory comprises two main series:

SERIES A is planned to include: 1) Hebrew notated sources in manu-
scripts and printed books up to 1800, scheduled for publication as vol B IX?
of RISM: 2) Hebrew writings concerning music in manuscripts and printed
books from Geonic times up to 1800, published as vol B IX? of RISM
(1975).

SERIES B will mainly include written evidence (other than independent
bibliographic units or distinct chapters within a larger work) on Jewish
music, Jewish musicians, music in Jewish life and works of musical interest
by Jews. For details concerning the structure of Series B and its relationship
to Series A, see RISM B IX?, Introduction, p. XXITI-XXVII.
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