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424 Summaries of the Hebrew Section

Idelsohn’s work contributed towards enhancing interest in the traditional
pronunciations of Hebrew; his pioneering work has its distinct place n -the
research h1story ‘of the Hebrew language. . :

YEMENITE QASID SONGS
Yehuda Ratzaby

Besides the types of Jevwsh poetry in Yemen naa"ld i:rah zaffeh, haduyo and
hallel - there is a further poetic form known as gasid. While the other types have
received observation and research, the gasid has not yet been fully investigated.
Qasid differs from the other types in content and in language. The poems are folk
songs, light, entertaining and amusing in content. They are written in spoken
Arabic so that the simpler people and the women, who did not know Hebrew
very well, could understand them. Those who copied the Yemenite diwdns did not
attach much importance to the gasidand did not assign a separate section toit, so
that gasid songs are scattered throughout the manuscript. It seems that what is
known of the gasid songs in the diwdns is only a remnant of a rich repertoire
forgotten with the passage of time. The composers of these songs were mostly
gifted folk poets. The subjects are amusing tales from the Jewish lore, such as the
Creation, Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, the story of Joseph and his
brothers, the Exodus, Hannah and her seven sons, etc. There are also contempor-

. ary stories, like tales of the social lifc of the Jews and of the Moslems, animal

stories and anecdotes about dishes and other objects: a tale of a cup and a tallith
that were stolen and a rose-water spray that was broken, These songs had a triple
function: educattonal, moral and entertaining. They told people.about Jewish
legends in an amusing manner; they taught morals through their tendency to
reward the good and punish the wicked; and they provided entertainment
through their content and music, The gasid were sung at the end of parties, once
the serious part of the affair was over and the Rabbis and honoured ‘guests-had
left. :
The writer of this article is in the prooess of studying twenty qas:d songs whlch
he hag collected from Yemenite diwans, making a detailed survey of their con-
tents. The entire text of the gasid *abda’ birabbi df kalaq is published here, with
Hebrew translation and apparatus. The musical treatment of the same gasid,
performed by Zecharia Ya‘acobi, is the subject of U. .Sharvit’s article in this
volume,
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THE MUSIC AND ITS FUNCTION IN THE SINGING OF THE QASID
"ABDA° BIRABBI DI KALAQ

Uri Sharvit, Jerusalem

The Jewish Yemenite collection of poems — the Dfwdn - includes three main types
of poems: $frim (or, in Arabic: niswad), $irét, and hallelés. All three are intended
tG be sung as a part of the men’s singing and dancing during family celebrations.
Such a performance usually consists of a series of three poems: an opening poem
of the first type (s7r), a second of the second type ($frah), and a third, of the third
type (kallel). The opening Siris sung by a soloist in a recitative style; the following
Sirah, which is also sung solo or in response between the soloist and the audience,
has a very rhythmic character and is accompanied by dancing and drumming.
The hallel is sung by the entire audience to a fixed melody with a slow, measured
rhythm typical of liturgical singing. In most cases the literary form of the first two
poems is changed in a very particular way by the singer. Such a change occursin
the poem "Abda’ birabbt di kalag as sung by Mr. Zecharia Yacacobi (b. 1914 in
Ba‘adan, Southern Yemen). The literary aspects of this poem are analyzed in
Y. Ratshabi’s article in this volume. )

The main structural feature of the music is the variegated rendering of the same
musical “strophe”. Although our singer makes use of three different melodic
“strophes’” during his performance, the inner structure of each rendering of every
such “strophe™ is the same. It consists of three types of melodic phrases: (a) a
closing phrase which is recognized by its final motive - the *‘closing motive”’; (b)a
penultimate (“heralding™) phrase, recognized by its final motive - the “herald-
ing” motive; and (c) phrases which precede the “‘heralding” phrase and which are
also recognized by their final motives. In other words, the most meaningful tone
in a2 motive, in a phrase and in a “strophe” is the final one. The structural concept
is based on a retrospective understanding, according to which complete musical
units are recognized as such only after the appearance of a certain closing
component. Moreover, whenever a new closing component is revealed during the
singing, it acquires a stronger cadential meaning.

These musical phenomena bring about four phases of the artistic presentation
of the poem:

1. Musical strengthening of the prosody through exact congruence between the
musical phrase and the textual line.

2. Formal extension of the textual strophes and also of the entire poem as a result
of the musical form. This is manifested in the second performance of every fourth
line of the strophes; in the additions of “introductory’ verses to strophes 18 and
19; and in the addition of a whole new strophe (18a).



